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* The assembly, in which representatives of the Czech
Agrarian Cultural Federation took part as guests,
sent telegrams of homage to the Fuhrer and the Reich
Protector/

It seems farcical that the Czechs should send telegrams
of homage to the Reich Protector. Actually, the Czech
bodies attempt to convert the Germans and go so far
as to lower their own dignity. However, they are dis-
satisfied with the banning of the Jews, who were good
Czechs and true supporters of the Democratic Republic
and who have done much for it. Thus, for example, the
suicide of my friend, Otto Freund, the leading director
of the Bohemian Union Bank, aroused great sympathy
among the Czech people. Freund, who was well known as
a philanthropist, and played a leading part in financial
circles, met me a few days previous to my escape. He
had only just recovered from an illness of some months.
This soul of virtue and friendliness and charity looked
at me with a sad smile and asked what I thought of the
future. I pursed my lips, at which he sighed, and said,
* Shall we be able to carry on?' This man, who, in
contrast to us political journalists, had never known
prisons, had considered it the greatest degradation to be
sent to prison for the mere fact of being a Jew, a Czech,
and a world citizen. But there were many other victims
like him. Suicides were daily increasing even among
Czech Aryans, who could no longer face the collapse.
Many committed suicide merely as a protest; they felt
that they could no longer do anything for the fatherland